
Data Viz
Crash Course
Easy fixes to make your 
charts better.

Hi, I’m Joe.











data visualization.. 



data visualization.. 

we. 



It’s not about the data.



It’s not (all) about the 
chart type.



It IS about what your 
audience needs. 



The basics of
Data Visualization
for EVERYONE.
(not just data analysts)



How to communicate
data stories.

(quickly, easily, impactfully)



How people ingest data.

(why Data Viz is SO important.)



What do they WANT to do?

(Non-tech people.)



Remake a chart together.





Since the 1990s 

Data Collection, Analysis, 
and Governance

DON’T WASTE DATA!

EXTREMELY user-focused

DATA &
VISUALIZATION



Stephanie Evergreen
stephanieevergreen.com/academy









Software agnostic.



• Canadian

• Data Communication

• User-Focused

Spoiler: 
(I’m the bald one)

Allison

Tracy



How people ingest data.

(why Data Viz is SO important.)



https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/polls-trump-approval-gop-affordability-democrats-midterms.html

There’s now little question that the president’s job-approval ratings have been steadily 
sliding downward for the past couple of months. On September 20, his net approval 
average at Silver Bulletin was at -7.5 percent (44.9 percent approval, 52.4 percent 
disapproval). On November 25, it was at -14.6. percent.

That’s actually a slight improvement from the second-term-low 
-15 percent his averages hit on November 23, because two traditionally Trump-
friendly pollsters dropped new surveys. But these polls actually may have provided 
the worst news yet for the president: InsiderAdvantage placed his net approval at -5 
percent after showing him at +6 at the end of September and +10 in August. Similarly 
the Daily Mail just published a poll with Trump at 
-10 percent net approval. He was at +2 in mid-October and +10 at the end of August. 
The intensity of his unpopularity is generally quite high: 44.9 percent of 
Americans strongly disapprove of the job Trump is doing as president, again per the 
averages at Silver Bulletin.

https://www.natesilver.net/p/trump-approval-ratings-nate-silver-bulletin
https://insideradvantage.com/insideradvantage-national-survey-trump-approval-recovering-approve-44-disapprove-49/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-15321255/amp/Trumps-approval-lowest-second-term.html


HOW EASY IS IT TO 
GET THE KEY 
NUMBERS AND 
DATES FROM THIS?
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HOW EASY IS IT 
CREATE MEANING 
FROM THESE 
KEY NUMBERS?



https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/polls-trump-approval-gop-affordability-democrats-midterms.html

Insider Advantage
Nov 25
-5.0%

Sept 31
+6.0%

Aug
+10.0%

Daily Mail
Nov 25
-10.0%

Mid-Oct
+2.0%

Aug. 31
+10.0%

Silver Bulletin
Sept 10
-7.5%

Nov 25
-14.6%

Nov 23
-15.0%



Insider Advantage

Sept 31 Mid-Oct



THIS ISN’T USEFUL.

AT ALL.







NO ONE HAS TIME
TO FIGURE IT OUT. 



GIVE THEM 
THE STORY, 
THE MESSAGE, 
THE INSIGHT.
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Trump's Net Approval Ratings have dropped over 
the last 4 months.
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dropped over the last 4 months.



3 THINGS



1. TITLE (THE STORY)
2. EMBED LEGENDS
3. REMOVE CLUTTER
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last 4 months.

There’s now little question that the president’s 
job-approval ratings have been steadily sliding 
downward for the past couple of months. On 
September 20, his net approval average at Silver 
Bulletin was at -7.5 percent (44.9 percent 
approval, 52.4 percent disapproval). On 
November 25, it was at -14.6. percent.

That’s actually a slight improvement from the 
second-term-low -15 percent his averages hit 
on November 23, because two traditionally 
Trump-friendly pollsters dropped new surveys. 
But these polls actually may have provided the 
worst news yet for the 
president:  InsiderAdvantage placed his net 
approval at -5 percent after showing him at +6 
at the end of September and +10 in August. 
Similarly the Daily Mail just published a poll with 
Trump at -10 percent net approval. He was at +2 
in mid-October and +10 at the end of August. 
The intensity of his unpopularity is generally 
quite high: 44.9 percent of 
Americans strongly disapprove of the job Trump 
is doing as president, again per the averages 
at Silver Bulletin.

https://www.natesilver.net/p/trump-approval-ratings-nate-silver-bulletin
https://www.natesilver.net/p/trump-approval-ratings-nate-silver-bulletin
https://insideradvantage.com/insideradvantage-national-survey-trump-approval-recovering-approve-44-disapprove-49/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-15321255/amp/Trumps-approval-lowest-second-term.html


LET’S DO IT OURSELVES





WHAT’S THE STORY?



https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/260220/dq260220a-eng.htm
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5 YEARS – FULL AXIS
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1 MONTH
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MONTHLY CHANGE
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Retail Sales fell 0.4% in 
December.







Birds of a Feather
Data Visualization

11:30 am – 1 pm

Community Lounge
Toronto Tech Club

4-5 pm
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